
Mont,agnard nuns over to Qui Nhon t,o learn anesthesia from the
New Zealand team that were working over there,. And they came.
back and sE,arted .giving our anesthet j-cs. And;. - - t  think t 'rn
gett ing mixed up. I think we senL, them over Lhere even earl ier.
Yeh, that was around '65, .,-56 when they went, 'over and got
anesthetj-c training. And'then the three nuns we had from
cathol ic Rel ief  services were the.ones that started the lab
training and t,hey also did t,he, 'rear'*surgi 'car training. up unti l
then we pret,ty much rel ied on our foreign staff for surgery.
Then we also sent two of our Montagnards -- one a Montagnaid
nun, one a boy, down t.o Qui Nhon and t,hey learned X-ray down
there.  And we had a l i t . t le 15 MA uni t  which, is portable I
don'L think they even use that, smarl ' .of one in the unit.ed stat.es
for portables an)rmore, buL we did everything iwith that.. And had
our own X-ray uni t .  So, f i t t le by } i t , t . le -- .  anyway, t .he most
nurses we ever had was probably around that time when we had
about seven foreign nurses including the rab tech. And then at.
the t ime of t,he take over we were doing pretty wer1. we had,
leL me think now a New Zealand nurse who had been down in eui
Nhon and when her tour ran out down there she decided co come
and work wi th us.  We had Peggy Brai l  who was Dr.  Brai l 's
daughter. she was a act,ual1y she was a pediatr ic nurse and
she did everything exceedingly wel-1, and then':when she came back
to the staLes here she decided to go to medical school, and now
she's a pediatr ic ian.  Actual ly T th ink she'sub.special ized in
neonatol-ogty. But she was wj-th us.: Another girr f  rom the states
was with us -Mary -- ] -et  me t .h ink--  she wasn' t .  wi th us very rong
in th is area. Let 's see we had Marion, and Mary and peggy -

and who else did we have at  that  t ime ofr  the.nurses. r  can' t
remember. we did have a much.bigger complement of foreign
doctors t .han we'd had bef ore .  : '  i  

,
How large did your pat ient  f low get to be? - ' . :

oh,  hundreds. Pract ical ly uncountabl-e actual1y.  And afLer we
moved back to the other hospi ta l  bui ld ings tn '74 1-Ft part .  oft74- No, wai t  a minute --Chat was '73.  lAfeer the so-ca1led
peace. somebody commenLed, you could sit ouL on t.he veranda and
list.en to the sounds of peace when al l  the shells went. up.
Cause we were get,Ling shelled regularly even'after the
so-ca1led cease-f ire happened. And we had an internationaL
cont,rol team in the t.own who were kind of cute. we thought we
shourd be fr iendly so short ly after they'd eome int.o Lhe Lowr:,
why r  went over to ask i f  they'd l ike to.come to dinner.  And
t.he guy, he was one of t ,he easLern Europeans.that was there.
I rve forgotten what nat ional i ty he was --  Hungar ian I  th ink,  I rm
not posit. ive but. anyway, I said to him,- ,,We were wondering if
you'd l ike to come to dinner wi th us.  We're k ind of  an
internat, ional group Loo.t '  And he said., "Oh; .r""tt ,  we have food
here."  And I  said,  "WelI  that  "wasnrt  rea11y the point . r '  Wel l
an)rway, evenE.ually they decided that they'd,,corTl€ to dinner. And
so they came to dinner and I , I l -never forget i t ,  I  went to the
door to welcome Lhem, and every one of them kissed.my hand. I
Lhought, boy, I never expected Ehis. I t  was really guite
impressive but we never rea1ly got, very cozy'..  .They just
pret . ty stand-of f ish.  They were-most ly older,peop1e. They were
men ---anyway we went baik- in ,73,  t ,he f i rst ,part  of  ,73,  to the
-hospital. I t  was a real problem because the .South Vietnamese
Army had used t,he place during t,he fighEing t,hat went on around
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t ,he town and'very nasLily . just messed everything up. I mean
they just. de1iberat.61y fouled things. Thi; was a fuohtagnard --
you know, this had'the reputation of being a MonE.agnard.-prace.
And they did th ings l ike def icate ' in the wel ls E,hat we had on
the,property.  As Drew HorsE, put. . ic ,  th is was a cr ime against .
humanity.  And del iberately destroyed things. Rea1ly,  i t  was
prett.y sickening Lo go and see what they had. done when we came
back. There was a f air amourJt .of repairs and an awfur rot of
cleaning that, had to be done. And t.hen also they had pranted
mj-nes al l  over the place. And r '  11 never f orget. when r spent
four hours with bhe commanding general of the South VieE,namese
forces in Kontum. First  of  a l l ,  h€ had lousy tea, i t  was
terr ib le stuf f .  And talk ing to him about,  p lease, couldn,L we
ggt those min€s taken out. anA it  f  inal ly d.Eveloped, t.hey
didn't,  have any map of where they put the mines. So Che peopte
in the vi l lages near by were gett ing ki l led, and we never:-did
get the mi.nes red.I1y dug out. rn f act we had one of our staf f
severely wounded 'when he'd gone out back to we harl a r iLtre
cemetery in the back where people who couldn't get back to
their vi l lage to be buried if  they died. And. taking a body to
the cemeLery one day, 'one of  our staf f  stepped on a mine. so i t
was not funny but'anyway, we did get back ineo operation tFtere.
we put, up some_more buiJ-dings too, because the number of peopre
was so much grbaCer than we'd ever had before. And we developecl
a pecliatr ic ward; 'rwhieh was just. kind of a ramshackle building.
But i t  was a place to put the kid.s Logether anywa.y. And our
intensi-rre care unit,  whicir was kind. of out in r.he- oper], bur: with
some plast ic draped around, for  people on respl-rato?s or
whatever, in t.hat area,. i t .  was rea11y quie-a prodr-rct ion. But
also we had our pig project going by then. A fetlow froin CARE
was doing a pig project  and was doing ic in cooperat ion wiLh t .he
hospital. We had some CARE people with us when rt id Chey
learre? They teft, isomeEime before Lhe f inal takeover aL t.he
ai-rport .  But ---not al l  of  them though, because cary was st . i l1
there at the t ime .of t .he take over. He was doinq. t-he pic;
r r ra i  oal-

Were t,here any women with CARE?

Yeh. But. they ryent out quite a bit earl ier and they were
working on various t.hings l ike one of their projects was to
try t.o get a market for Montagnard handicrafts. Develop that
but i t .  never reaIIy got off the ground.. BuL Cary's pig project
worked quite'well .  They got American pigs Lhat would ineerLreed
with the local Pot Bell ied Pigs and end up with ones that were
more resist ,ant  to the locar d. iseases and yet were st i l1 a lot
bigger.  And get ' these pigs out to the v i l lages and then we hao
some of t.hem for the ude of the hospital to helo feed Lhe
people.  Cary was'qui te interest ing-because Car!  fe1l  in love
with a local Montdginard girI,  a gir l  from down in Ban Me Thuot
who used to travel with she was kind of workinq for CARE with
this project. of Mont.agnard handicrafts and she caile to visit
Kont.um and stayed' with us and cary was most intrigrred with her.
He was a typical 'American boy, but she was a beaut i fu l  g i r l .  so
anyway, at  Ehe:t ime of  the t .ake over she --  he was.st i l l  wi th us
because she was sti l1 down in Ban Me ThuoL which was the f irst
part of the highlands to be taken in | 75. They aEEacked Ban Me
Thuot. f irst trhich'was a big shock to every one because Ban Me
Thuot, had been a rerativery safe place. And when she she was
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there v is i t ing her fami ly at ,  the t ime of .uhe take over.  And
when we' got d5wn Lo .saigon af tgr .our eva"uuii"" 

- iro*l iontum,

cary decided that he was not going :to leave unt, ir ,he! f ound her.
And so of  .course he couldnrL possibly t raver,up r to.Ban Me Thuot,
and he goE'sEor ies, t ,hat  she was dead-and t .h is. ino, t ,hat .and the
other !h+rg. He simply stayed on through the .take over. stayed
on j -n saigon and eventual ly, ,d id get.up Eo gan Me'ThuoL,.  found
her,  marr ied her and brought.  her- to -arre uni ted'steles.  They're
l iving in Florida now. .

t  ' .

He vras, there throughout the_ takeover then. Diq.  he get out.at ,
the end?

No. He got out.  on his own. oh r  fh in le, i ;  ivas a y6ar or so
arter thE carceovei.--- ;  ; ; ; ." ' i " i r ik; ;1; rhem since rhen. r
just  got  a --  I  get .  word of  them but,

TelL me about your getEing out.  Hadn' t  you already taken your
chi ldren back to the states?

Yeh, but they'd gone back wit t r  me. They came back.to v ietnam
9T9e they were u.s.  c i t izens. which of  .course as. i t  turned. out,
didn't.  mean a darn Lhing because the south Vie'tnamese, and. t,he"
Americans backed them up on this,  wouldnrE recoqnize their  u.s.
c i t izenship as long as they were st , i r I  v iefnameEe ci t izens. And
the American government. said too that t.heir viet.namese
ci t izenship takes,pr ior i ty.  so rhe, r i rs i - ih i ; ; - ; -d ia-aeLer r
got back t,here and discovered t.his., t .hey traveled cn American
Pass Ports,  I  st .ar ted. the process of  renouncing their  Vietnamese
cit. izenship which turned out to be a much more-arduous thinc
than r  thought i t  was going to be because r  startea wicn t r r6
court, in Pl-eiku which was the court for the,whole area, but. i t
turned out t,hat r was going t.o have to have the signature of the
President. himself in order to renounce their vietnimese
cit izenship. And the take over came way befor6 ttrac could.
happen- rt hadn't even goL to his d.esk by the t. ime the take
over came. But he personally reviewed every renunciation of
cit izenship. so anyway, so we were in xontum, and on Monday, we
heard that Ban Me ThuoL had been att,acked. The South Vietnanrese
were of f  icial ly denying it  but the grapevine had_ it , .  - And t.he
Montaglards al l  knew it and r said, weII, y-ou know, this is L,he
beginning of  the end. There's no quest ion-of  i t . .  we're going
to be going very guickly. rn facE,, *e hear that Ban Me Th.uoc
had been overrun. And it  was true. They were overrun just. t ike
that. And we'd been in Ban Me Thuot. jusL a couple of dlys
before that. The boys and I had gone d.own t lrere to visi l  Eheir
fat,her, a refugee down in Ban Me Thuot because he i^ras earrnarked
for extinction up on Kontum area. . we were down there and. we
visiLed with him and about two, days rat,er, i t :  seemed so peaceful
down ther.e,  ro mortars coming in --nothing.- . 'we -- , ,so Tu6sday,
Ehere was an Air America plane in, and we seht.out everyone Lnat
agreed to go. T sent the children, r sent al l  cjr out slaff Ehat
agreed !,o go and t,hat was primarily Ehe ones who had farnity'
responsibi l i t ies elsewhere.,  and again responsibi l i t ies back in
the u.s.-  one of  our nurses:had an aged mot.her,  and so forth.
They-ref t  and vre had just  a skeleton staf f  at  the hospieal
There-were t ,he two doct.ors who.stayed on and myperf--  so there
v/ere three doctors.left.  And r think there were t.hree nurses.
Yeh, there was Marion, .and Mary, and peggy. ,
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Were these American nurses?

Yeh. American nurses'., 'arro wd st,ayed on. fhe rest of t .hem all
went down t.o Nha:Trang,on,Ai.r America. rt wasn't unt. ir saturday
t.haL one of t ,he people, ' fnom.,th,e,mil. i tary ad.visory group came
over and said, ! 'You.-have, L5 .minutes befOre Lhe last olane
leaves.r '  .of  course we'd been ki .nd of  prepared for iL and some
of the Lhings that. r r  real ly didn' t .want Eo leave behind --  one
smaII bag was all thaL your gonna have an)rway, t.hat I had
already put t.ogether before hand so t,hat there wouldn't,  be any
last minut,e rush on that. And George and Edrick had already
decided they were going to stay on. so the resE of us got out
on this smaI1 plane to Qui Nhon. rt was only the nursei and
myself and cary. we were evacuated as far as eui Nhon. And it
t .urned out act,ua1ly they were going to make one more tr ip. They
went back to pick.up a few vietnamese of f ic iars.  so ic wasn' t
rea11y the last  f l ight  out  butrwe were tord i t  was going to be.
we got down as,far as Qui Nhon that. night and then the next day
we f lew down to.Nha Trang where the ch.i ld::en were, then got
right on down to saigon. And actuall1r, down in saigon, irr i-s was
March 15th, -- you know; Lhe rest of t te country was-being very
opt imist ic.  r  wasn' t .  But everybody else was. But i t  was
March 15th t,hat we lef t .  the Highrands. The vietnamese were
saying that t.hey were not going to qi.re up the highlands but Lhe
Americans found out about i t  when they saw arL these high class
off icers arriving down in Nha Trang. They'd come from around
Pleiku. Then they realized what was happening.

The off icers abandoned t,heir troops?

The of f icers abandoned t 'heir t .roops - yes " Al l  of the f ierd
grade off icers as they cal-I them lefL t.he highl-ands by plane and
troops with Lhe lower grade of f icers were ref t  behind. so that
was how they found ouL about i t  when they saw thj-s happening
down in Nha Trang. And that?s when t.hey sent the word-up to the
rest of the people to get out. And it  was simple rre6 | rr And
t.hen the rest of the South Vietnamese Army and most of the South
Vietnamese civi l ian populat. ion started moving toward the coasE
on t,hat horrible-hi-ghway across to ehi Nhon where they were
slaughtered l ike rt was a t,err ible proceed.ing al l  Lhe way
along. There was no wac,er available for them. There was no
food for most. of them. And t.he Montagnards just stood back and
laughed and said, "Thank God, the VieLnamese are leaving." I t
was a miserable t.r ip. A few Mont,agnards made the trek ioo, but.
f or the most part i t  was t.he vietnamese t,I lat were doing it .  w€,
down in saigon, starLed. to thinl< in t.erms of what courd we d.o
for refugees in saigon and start,ed tcr try to develop something.
BUL t,hings moved so fast, fou could hardly berieve ie. Every
night we would f isten to BBC, which was the one that had the
best news as to'what was really happening and it  would be just
fantast ic the number of  .p laces-trraL-had faI len dur ing the i tuy.
we al l  kind of scattered around t,o various praces, d.epending
upon what tre were doing. r was mostry working trying t.o get the
kids out of  the country again because they didnrt  - -  they
confiscated their American passports and there was no way we
were going to get out that *ry. '-  They said they courdn,L, have an
exit visa as vietnamese'.cit izens because they had already had
one. So that was t.haL . But an)rway, eventually we worked around
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i t  and we go! them out but, Finally the minister of the
incerior with some pressure from Caclrol ic Relief Services agreed
tl"-t if t.hey were on my passport as dependent.s t,hey could 96 out
wr-En me. But anyway, those two'weeks'unt i l  E,he end of  March, vre
were scurrying around aL1 da.y, and we'd meet together at. night

we were al l  kind of staying in,the same place with another
New Zealander down there,::.aod compare notes and it  was obvious
what was happening-- . :Ehe whole.placg--- ,  i - t  was even wgrse than
anything the BBC had on and,we- ' ieal ized i t  wasnrt  going to last
long. Md also th ings began,to happen in saigon. 

-Ant i -Amerj-can

stuff.  There were vietnamese that decided t.h;t the Americans
were responsible for  a l l  of  th is:  They weren' t  g iv ing them what
they thought they wanted right, ' then and there -- you know, more
support right t.hen, coming back and rf ighting their war f or t.hem
again and al l  thaL. So there was beat inqs of  americans and that
ggrt of t ,hing happening on the street. ano r decided my kids
didn't need that and r wouId get, out as soon as we couId.. so we
lef t  t .he end of  March, came to the states.  And of  course saigon
hung on unti. I  the end of Apri1. There were a coupre of Lhing-
that were amusing. when we got down to eui xhon aL night, tha
New Zealand team was st. i l l  down Lhere, ind we stayed i ' i tn Lhern.
And that night they had a party for some reason oi other and
amgng the guest,s was a American crA guy that r was talking wich.
And r  to ld him t .hat  i f  they've given up the highlands that 's the
beginning of  the end. f  said,  "The whote place is going t .o go
down the tubes very guickly."  "Naw, the Highlands donrL counL. '
t .hat .  was the crA. we used to cal l  them the,rcsA,,  centrar
stupidi ty Agency. "Naw, thatr11 never happen. They're going Lo
rearry f ight  for  the rest  of  t .he country.  They doni t  care a6out
the highlands. who cares about, that part of the counLry anyway., l
And I  said,  ' tWe11, i t 's  too bad we can' t ,  bet .  on Lhis. ' r  But
anyway, while f was working --f inding my way through the
American embassv T rrn i  nt-o him because of- course Qui Nhon fel l
wit.hin r r"utl-lna-rrl**rJ"Io*.r r,heir in saiqon. And r said,
"Oh, why aren' t  you back up in eui  Nhon."  Ana tne f i rsE week
end we were down in saigon r was invited. over to the, larhat was
it,  not the ambassador but, one of the ressor luminaries in t.he
American Embassy, but st i1I very high on the I ist.,  and i lm not
quitg sure why I was asked, but anyway, I was talking wit.h the
gent leman dur ing the evening and r  toId him, "werr ,  Lhis is j -8."
He almost had a f i t .  You know, t .he of f ic ia l  American l ine was
that the vietnamese were going to hang on and everyt.hing was
going to be f ine. And he was real.ry very angry wiE.h me Eecause r
was so pessimist ic.  And r  said,  "But i t 's  real ism, i t 's  going
to happen."  we1l ,  he was evacuated not too much ronger af ter
that.  But i t ,  was rea11y pecul iar  that  the of f ic iat  a i t i tude was
l ike t ,h is.  FortunaEely,  the lesser luminar ies -at  the embassy
were a I i t t . le different. There was a very young t very junior
woman that r wenE, to see about geLt,ing the kids on rny passport.
99 f could geL Lhem out of the country. She was totatly
different. She would expedite anything. She would take
anything resembling a picture
passport .  s ize.  She real ized what was qoinq on. so we qot al l
of the f ot 'malit ies accomplished a"nA goi trh6m oue.

was it  dif f  icult.  Eo adjust 
] f t-er 'coming 

back Lo t.he stat,es?

Oh, wel- I ,  'of  
course. Each t . ime l .came back I  was always

appalled at, what'E.he sEaEes were.I ike compared. t.o where we were
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